Political Science (Graduate Course)
Politics of the Middle East 
The Middle East - few parts of the world are more news riveting and more potentially destabilizing to the international interests of the United States. Attention has been focused on the Arab-Israeli conflict, terrorism, and the threat of weapons of mass destruction, but the Middle East has many other concerns and challenges. Understanding this troubled region - its people, governments, and issues - is critically important for students of political science. The Middle East offers us many lessons on power politics, authoritarian rule, fundamentalism, nationalism and conflict resolution. In other words, the Middle East is a microcosm of world politics - a laboratory in which the great issues of politics can be investigated and understood.
Required Texts


Outline of Topics

Part I: Historical, Social, and Political Context 
I. Introducing the Middle East
· Introductions and overview of course topics

Readings: Class Handouts
II. State Formation in the Modern Middle East
· Middle East on the eve of Modernity
· What is the "Eastern Question" in European politics? 

· How did the modern Middle East regional system emerge after WWI? 

· What is the legacy of Western colonialism and imperialism on the contemporary Middle East?
Readings: 

· L. Carl Brown, “The Classical Eastern Question: 1774-1923” in International Politics of the Middle East, pp. 21-81 (course reader)
· R. Owen, “End of empires: the emergence of the modern Middle Eastern states” in State, Power, and Politics in Making the Modern Middle East, pp. 8-26 (course reader)

· Nazih Ayub, “State Formation in the Modern Era: The Colonial/Indigenous Mix” in Over-Stating the Arab State, pp. 86-134 (course reader)
III. State, Society, and Political Development in the Post-Colonial Era
· How have economic systems and demographics changed in the Middle East since World War I? 

· What are the basic features of Middle Eastern governments following independence?

· Why did the Middle East become ruled by single-party regimes?
Readings: 

· M. E. Yapp, “Introduction: Social, Economic, and Political Change in the Near East” in The Near East Since the First World War, pp. 1 -47 (course reader)
· R. Owen, “The Growth of State Power in the Arab World” in State, Power, and Politics in Making the Modern Middle East, pp. 27-44 (course reader)
· R. Owen, “The Growth of State Power in the Arab World under Family Rule” in State, Power, and Politics in Making the Modern Middle East, pp. 45-63 (course reader)
IV. Nationalism and the Arab Regional “Order”
· What are the pillars of Arab Nationalism (or Nasserism) and how have they impacted state policies in the Middle East? 

· Is Pan-Arab Nationalism a myth or reality?

Readings: 

· R. Owen, “Arab Nationalism, Arab Unity and the Practice of Intra-Arab State Relations” in State, Power, and Politics in Making the Modern Middle East, pp. 64-83 (course reader)

· Avraham Sela, “Nation, State, and Regional Conflict” in The Decline of the Arab-Israeli Conflict, pp. 3-54 (course reader)

V. Military in Middle Eastern Politics
· What are the role(s) of the military in Middle Eastern states? 
· Why and how has the military come to play such a dominant role in Middle Eastern politics?

· Pivotal States (and Nations) Analysis:
	Egypt
	Turkey
	Iran
	Palestinians

	Saudi Arabia
	Israel
	Iraq
	Kurds


Readings: 
· Richards and Waterbury, “The Military and the State” in A Political Economy of the Middle East, pp. 329-345  (course reader)

· R. Owen, “Military in and out of politics” in State, Power, and Politics in Making the Modern Middle East, pp. 198-220 (course reader)

· Nazih Ayub, “Civil-Military Relations” in Over-Stating the Arab State, pp. 256-288 (course reader)

· Imad Harb, “The Egyptian Military in Politics: Disengagement or Accommodation” Middle East Journal, Vol. 57, No. 2, 2003 (course reader)
· Ahmed Hashim, “Saddam Husayn and Civil-Military Relations in Iraq” Middle East Journal, Vol. 57, No. 1, 2003 (course reader)
Part II: Arab-Israeli Conflict

VI. 1880s-1948 - Origins of Zionism and Creation of Israel
· What were the drivers that gave rise to political Zionism? 
· How did Zionism conflict with the interests of the Arabs in Palestine?

· How did the strategy and tactics of the Zionist movement evolve between the Balfour Declaration and the creation of Israel?

Readings:  Benny Morris, Righteous Victims, pp. 37-258 (textbook)
VII. 1967 – 1993 - Rise of Palestinian Nationalist Movement
· How did the Six-Day war change the political, strategic and psychological make-up of the Middle East? 
· What gave rise to the PLO and how did its struggle evolve since its creation?

· What factors explain the origins of the Palestinian Intifada and how did this uprising change the strategic calculations of both Israelis and Palestinians?

Readings: Benny Morris, Righteous Victims, pp. 302-386 and 444-610 (textbook)
VIII. 1993 – 2003 - Peace and War between Palestinians and Israelis
· What is the Oslo Peace Process and what did it entail? 

· What factors contributed to the failure of the Peace Process and outbreak of violence in 2000?

Readings: Benny Morris, Righteous Victims, pp. 611-694 (textbook)
Part III: Themes in Middle East Politics

IX. Economic (Under)Development 
· What is the state of economic and social development in the Arab world?

· How does the Arab world fare in comparison to other countries in the developing world?

· What are the primary crises affecting the Arab world and what does the Human Development Report suggest as the underlying causes of these crises?

Readings: 

· Arab Human Development Report: Creating Opportunities for Future Generations (textbook)

· Clement Henry, Globalization and the Politics of Development in the Middle East, pp. 1-98 (textbook)

X. Political Economy of Reforms
· What factors have driven the need to undertake economic reforms in the Middle East and how has economic restructuring proceeded since the 1970s?

· What are the obstacles to economic reforms and how do different state structures facilitate or hinder structural adjustment?

· What are the prospects for economic development and growth given the years of economic adjustment policies? Do some states fare better than others? Why?

Readings: 

· Clement Henry, Globalization and the Politics of Development in the Middle East, pp. 99 - 229 (textbook)

XI. Islamic “Fundamentalism” and Resurgence of Religious Politics
· What is Islamic revivalism and what conditions brought about the resurgence of Islamic politics?

· How has Islam been used for political mobilization and legitimization by governments and opposition forces? 

· What are the goals of Islamic movements and how have they varied across countries?
Readings: 
· Mohammed Hafez, Why Muslims Rebel: Repression and Resistance in the Islamic World (textbook), Chapters 1 and 2

· Video documentary
XII. “Islamic” Violence
· Why have many Islamic movements turn to violence?

· How do state structures and government policies shape the strategies of Islamic movements?

Readings: 

· Mohammed Hafez, Why Muslims Rebel: Repression and Resistance in the Islamic World (textbook), Chapters 3, 4, 5, and 6.

· Shibley Telhami, “Understanding the Challenge”, Middle East Journal, Vol. 56, No. 1, 2002 
XIII. Challenge of Democracy – Theoretical Approaches
Readings: 
· Rex Brynen, Political Liberalization & Democratization in the Arab World: V. 1, Theoretical 
Perspectives (textbook): Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 11, 12, and 13. 


- Theoretical Perspectives on Arab Liberalization and Democratization – the Editors


- Liberalization and Democratization in the Arab World: An Overview – S.E. Ibrahim


- The Political Culture Approach to Arab Democratization – M.C. Hudson


- Democracy in the Arab World: A Critique of the Political Culture Approach – L. Anderson


- Islam and Pluralism – G. Kramer


- Resources, Revenues, and Authoritarianism – G. Luciani


- Trends, Trajectories, or Interesting Possibilities? – the Editors

· M Steven Fish, “Islam and Authoritarianism” World Politics, Vol. 55, No. 1, 2002 (ask Professor to e-mail articles)
· Michael Lewin Ross, “Does Oil Hinder Democracy?” World Politics, Vol. 53, No. 3, 2001 (ask Professor to e-mail articles)
XIV. Challenge of Democracy – Case Studies
Readings: 

· Bahgat Korany, Political Liberalization & Democratization in the Arab World: V. 2, Comparative Experiences (textbook). Read the following essays: 


- Restricted Democratization from Above: Egypt—B. Korany.


- The Politics of Monarchical Liberalism: Jordan—R. Brynen.


- Monarchical Islam with a Democratic Veneer: Morocco—B. Korany. 


- From Occupation to Uncertainty: Palestine—R. Brynen.

- Calculated Decompression in a Substitute for Democratization: Syria—R. A. Hinnebusch. 


- Conclusion: Liberalization, Democratization and Arab Experiences—the Editors.

· Laurie Brand, Women, the State, and Political Liberalization (textbook)
XV. Challenge of Democracy – Politics of Gender
Readings: 

· Laurie Brand, Women, the State, and Political Liberalization (textbook)


- Introduction – Women, the State, and Political Liberalization


- Part 1 – Morocco (consists of chapters 1, 2, and 3).


- Part 2 – Jordan (consists of chapters 4, 5, and 6).


- Part 3 – Tunisia (consists of chapters 7, 8, and 9).
· M. F. Hatem, “Political Liberalization, Gender, and the State” in Rex Brynen, Political Liberalization & Democratization in the Arab World: V. 1, Theoretical Perspectives (textbook)
In addition to a course reader, you have to purchase the following books: 





Benny Morris, Righteous Victims: A History of the Zionist-Arab Conflict, 1881-1999 (Vintage, 2001)


Arab Human Development Report: Creating Opportunities for Future Generations (Oxford University Press, 2002)


Mohammed Hafez, Why Muslims Rebel: Repression and Resistance in the Islamic World (Lynne Rienner, 2003)


Rex Brynen, Political Liberalization & Democratization in the Arab World: V. 1, Theoretical Perspectives (Lynne Rienner, 1995)


Bahgat Korany, Political Liberalization and Democratization in the Arab World, Vol. 2: Comparative Experiences (Lynne Rienner, 1998)


Laurie Brand, Women, the State, and Political Liberalization: Middle Eastern and North African Experiences (Columbia University Press, 1998)


Clement Henry, Globalization and the Politics of Development in the Middle East (Cambridge University Press, 2001)





Recommended books:





Albert Hourani, A History of the Arab Peoples (Warner Books, 1992)


A Peace to End All Peace: The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and the Creation of the Modern Middle East (Owl Books, 2001) 


Roger Owen, State Power and Politics in Making of the Modern Middle East (Routledge, 2000)
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